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Friends of the Vernon Marsh Group Forming
Waukesha, Wis. – Neighbors of the Vernon Marsh and other Waukesha County residents concerned with protecting Waukesha County's natural resources are invited to help form a Friends of the Vernon Marsh group to support the Vernon Marsh Wildlife Area.   

An organizational meeting to determine interest in forming a Friends of the Vernon Marsh group will be held Wednesday, July 18, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at the Waukesha Town Hall, W250 S3567 Center Road, Waukesha. 


Allen Stasiewski, one of the organizers of the new group, said the need for a Friends group was recognized by neighbors of the Vernon Marsh when developers proposed a large subdivision on land slated for acquisition by the DNR to become part of the Vernon Marsh Wildlife Area.  The City of Waukesha is also looking to build up to five shallow aquifer wells in the area placing further pressure on the natural attributes of this unique Waukesha resource.  "Sometimes the threat of proposed development spurs people to action.  "The Vernon Marsh needs our attention and along with it our help and support," Stasiewski said. 


Stasiewski said the Friends group can benefit the marsh in several ways. The group's mission will be to enhance, preserve, protect, restore and promote the marsh through education, advocacy, community events, fundraisers, and more. 

“We hope that a Friends group will enhance the quality of the outdoor experiences enjoyed by visitors to the Vernon Marsh, but equally important, it will help educate the public on the important role that the Vernon Marsh plays in the protection, cleansing, and recharge, of Waukesha's water resources, wildlife, and open spaces.” Stasiewski said. 

The Vernon Marsh is a unique ecosystem, consisting of 4,596 acres of marshland, flowages, river and lowland forest.  It supports abundant wildlife and is available for hiking, hunting, bird watching, canoeing and fishing.  The marsh's principle wildlife residents include pheasants, waterfowl, furbearers, deer, rabbits, woodcock, and sandhill cranes.  The Fox River runs through the marsh, making it an important connection between the Fox, Mukwonago River, and Pebble Creek Watersheds.  

